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 

Source: William Byrd, Psalmes, Sonets, & songs of sadnes and pietie (London, 1588-1607), no.24.

The underlay is reproduced exactly from the original publication; Byrd was evidently not an Italian speaker, nor aware of
the rules for the elision of vowels in Italian.

I.18.4-6: underlay unclear; ru‥  gia‰ ‰  also possible

V.24-5: giovani in vaghi

 

The fayre yong Virgin is lyke the rose untaynted, 
in garden fayre while tender stalke doth beare it, 
sole and untoucht, with no resort acquainted, 
No shepherd nor his flock doth once come neare it,
th’ayre full of sweetnesse, the morning fresh depainted,
the earth, the water, with all theyr favours cheare it, 
daintie yong gallants, and ladyes most desired,
delight to have therewith their heads and breasts attyred. 
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Ludovico Ariosto (1474-1535): Orlando Furioso, Canto I, stanza 42
translation set by Byrd in Musica Transalpina (1588)
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