O Dive Custos
Elegy on the Death of Queen Mary, Z.504

Henry Parker Henry Purcell (1659—-1695)
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O dive custos auriacae domus
Et spes labantis certior imperi;
O rebus adversis vocande,

O superum decus in secundis!

Seu te fluentem pronus ad Isida
In vota fervens Oxonidum chorus,
Seu te precantur, quos remoti

Unda lavat properata Cami,

Descende caelo non ita creditas
Visurus aedes praesidiis tuis,
Descende visurus penates

Caesaris, et penetrale sacrum.

Maria musis flebilis occidit,
Maria, gentis deliciae brevis;
O flete Mariam! flete, Camoenae!

O flete, Divae, dea moriente.

HENRY PARKER (1695)
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O God, guardian of the House of Orange,
and surer hope of fleeting power,
O you who should be invoked in adversity,

O divine ornament in prosperity —

whether the eager choir of Oxford
by the river Isis calls
on you in prayer of they who are washed

by the swift stream of the distant Cam —

come down from heaven to visit with your help

the palace not thus entrusted,

come down and visit the chapel of our Monarch

and the sacred chamber.

Mary is dying, lamented by the Muses,
short-lived darling of her people,
O weep for Mary, O weep you Muses,

O weep you Goddesses, for the dying divinity.

English translation by Oliver Taplin.



