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(1908)

What is the voice of the Western Wind?
What are the gifts he brings?

Frederick Arthur Challinor (1866-1952)

was born near Caverswall, Staffordshire,
England. His father worked in the coal mines
and was a Methodist Lay Preacher. He left
school at age ten to work in a brick factory
and held a succession of labor jobs. He
learned music from a fellow worker and
through self study using Alfred Robert Gaul’s
book on harmony, spending his free time
studying music and enduring ridicule from
fellow workers. He began to teach music and
passed the local Royal Academy of Music
examination. He was admitted into the Royal
College of Music and studied at Durham
University. He was a recognized music
teacher and composer. He was best known for
his anthems, part songs, cantatas, and hymn
tunes. He died in Paignton, Devon, England.

“I sweep,” he cries,
“Over April skies,

On swift and glittering wings.”
In smiles and tears
I veil the years,

Yet pierce the clouds in twain.
From my path on the sea,
A song of the Free

I bear to the servile plain.
Through the riven night,
Do I bring the light,

In dreams of a nobler time,
I show my face
To the stalwart race

In every land and clime.

For the restless Mind and the dauntless Will,

The roar of the Sea and the strength of the Hill,
Speak in the Western Wind.

Henry Branch
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