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This edition of the Schutz St John Passion is, for me, part of a project

to bring these influential works back into the liturgical life of the

church in English speaking countries. They have for too long inhabited

just the concert hall, radio, vinyl and CDs and there will be many reasons
why this may be so; but one of them is surely is the fact that they are still
usually sung in German. For these works, occupying a crucial position

in our Christain faith, it is not enough for listeners of faith, listening to them
in a church setting, that they are works of great art. They must be fully
understood and, of course, the best way for this to happen today is for them
to be sung in modern English.

Setting the modern words to the more ancient plainsong and choral writing

of Schutz has meant certain changes of rhythm in the choruses and details

of the vocal line in the recitatives. But throughout, I have endeavored to

retain the implied harmonic structure of the latter while tailoring the

details of the recitative lines to the natural emphases of the modern English
translation. I have come away from this process surprised how effective song is
in transforming sometimes clumsy language!

I am indebted to CPDL and the edition of Peter Kaplan for the score and to
Professor Richard Gaskin for his major contribution to the English
translation of the final chorus, and of course to Heinrich Schiitz, who has
written these works in a way that brings them within reach of amateur
singers and the resources of some communities of faith.

Christopher Martin, March 2018







ST. JOHN PASSION

Gospel of the Sufferings and Death
of our Blessed Lord and Savior
JESUS CHRIST,
according to St. John and the English NRSV

John 18v1 - 19v30 Heinrich Schiitz ( 1585- 1672)
. edited by Cristopher Martin after Peter Kaplan
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Do you want me to re - lease to you the King of the Jews?'

17



18

EVANGELIST

re - ply,

in

They shou-ted

XII. Chorus

()
ot

Not

this man,

Not

but____

rab - bas,

Ba

but____

man

this

Not

rab - bas,

bas, Ba

rab -

Ba

but____

this man,

Not

_ N
L & o
I -
1
™ = )
1 TN 8 L
1
1
NG i
=) .
™o 3 _ .vi\
mm 2 T & (N & W
———— At ———— b ———— ————
1
i s 7
1IN, oW 2 WL
LV T L T N a
1
[N
ol
1
Mg It € 1| E
|l 3 s N[ 8 ~d
1
[Panl
1 E |
N 5
| 100 Nel , T ..m
1
TN 8 M|
Nﬁ . 7 N et
J
8§ V 3
E \
@ . :
1 ‘MI....“ ~ ML S N
NI AN AN N
\\ /

rab -

Ba

but____

Not this man

rab - bas!

Ba



19

1
\\. 7 ™ ..m
] ym L & 1
L 0 ] ..m L
! 1
LG
1
\ S & 1
IR
g 5 5
TTT9 m 179”7 © [ o TN
11 @ 11 %;
1 £ [ i 2
1
KHA. ..m
LY g (e & T
Ht g g _
Lt Rz L1 < 10
o~ ] S MW m L)
L) 7
=) o 5
o m e m e S [Nl
(%2}
o = ~d ~d ™~
———— il H——— ———— ————
-
N B
M o 0 oy O
1
primi o) 1
A
N m
1
|
415 < L1
1 # m v o
Mxn@v e e N

man

this

Not

man

this

Not

bas!

)

L. PN
o

bas!

rab

Ba

but

rab - bas,

Ba

bas!

rab

Ba

but

rab - bas,

Ba

but

bas!

rab

Ba

bas,

rab

Ba

but

bas,

bas!

rab

Ba

but



20

XIII. Recitative
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Now Ba-rab-cas was a ban - dit. Then Pi - late took Je - sus and had him flogged.
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And__ the sol-diers wove a  crown of ___ thornsand put it on his____  head,
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and they dressed him in a pur - ple robe. They kept co-ming up to him, and__ say - ing,
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and stri-king him on__ the face._ Pi-late went out a-gain to them and said to them,_
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PILATE

'Look,

I am brin-ging him out_ to you

to let__ you know

that I find no case a - gainst__ him."
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The Jews_ an -  swered him,
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XIX. Recitative

'—@—‘—'—'—e—!

"
YT
EVANGELIST @’j— (@)

v o o
Now when Pi - late heard__  this, he was more a - fraid__ than e - ver.
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'Do you re-fuse to speak to me? Do you__ not know that I have pow'r to re-lease you,
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there - fore the one that han-ded me o -ver to you is guil-ty of a grea - ter sin.'
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Then he han-ded him o -ver to them to be cru - ci-fied. So___ they took Je - sus
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and car-ry-ing the cross by him - self, he went out__ to what is called the Place of the Skull,
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Pi-late al - so had an in-scrip-tion writ-ten and put on the cross. It read,
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Ma-ny of the Jews read this in-scrip-tion be-cause the place where Je-sus was cru-ci-fied was near to the ci- ty;
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and it was__ writ-ten in__  He-brew, in La- tin, and__  in__  Greek.____
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When the sol - diers had cru-ci- fied __ Je - sus, they took his clothes____
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Let us not tear it, tear.
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Mean-while,__ stan-ding near the cross of Je -sus were his mo - ther, and his mo - ther's sis - ter,
I ]
i b — o 1
and Ma - ry the wife of Clo - pas, and Ma - ry Mag - da-len. When Je-sus saw his mo - ther
0O ~~ |
S == e |
and the dis-ci - ple whom he loved stan - ding_ be-side her, he said_ to his mo - ther,
= s * T 7 J [ ) o
JESUS 7 o i * |

"Wo - man, here___ is  your son.'

”
T

EVANGELIST @':—c—c—q—‘—’ i
v e
Then he said to his

di - sci - ple,

JESUS = - - ® - o

P

'Here is your mo - ther.'




— ]
EVANGELIST ﬁg‘F—! (0] m—'—’—'—'—o—e—i

And from that hour the dis - ci - ple took her in - to his____ own__ home.
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A jar full of sour______ wine was stan - ding there.
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