
See the chariot at hand

William Horsley
(1774–1858)
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William  Horsley (1774–1858)  was  born  in  London,  England,  son  of  a  pianist.  He  
studied under Theodore Smith, John Wall Callcott, and graduated from Oxford. He held a 
number  of  organist  positions  including  Ely  Chapel,  Holborn;  the  Asylum  for  Female  
Orphans; Belgrave Chapel, Grosvenor Place; and the Charter House. He established the 
Consentores  Sodales (society  for  propagating  the  study  of  concerted  vocal  music)  and  
was one of the founders of the Philharmonic Society of London (which became the Royal 
Philharmonic Society). He married John Wall Callcott’s eldest daughter, Elizabeth. Their 
son Charles Edward was a successful composer and another son John Callcot, a painter is 
believed  to  have  designed  the  first  Christmas  card  in  1843.  His  many  compositions  
includes symphonies, canons, hymns, psalms and chants; and he published five books of 
glees.  His best-known hymn tune is “There is a green hill far away.”



A Celebration of Charis: IV. Her Triumph

See the chariot at hand here of Love,
Wherein my lady rideth!
Each that draws is a swan or a dove,
And well the car Love guideth.
As she goes, all hearts do duty
Unto her beauty;
And enamour’d, do wish, so they might
But enjoy such a sight,
That they still were to run by her side,
Through swords, through seas, whither she would ride.

Have you seen but a bright lily grow,
Before rude hands have pluck’d it?
Ha’ you mark’d but the fall o’ the snow
Before the soil hath smutch’d it?
Ha’ you felt the wool o’ the beaver?
Or swan’s down ever?
Or have smelt o’ the bud o’ the briar?
Or the nard in the fire?
Or have tasted the bag of the bee?
Oh so white! Oh so soft! Oh so sweet is she!

Ben Jonson (1572–1637)
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