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From afar, from the forest I come here;
I must tell you, it is truly Christmastide!
Everywhere, on the tops of the fir trees
I saw little golden lights were placed

and above them from the Gate of Heaven
I saw with wide eyes the Christ Child before me.

And as I wandered through the shady trees,
He called out to me with a clear voice:

“Knecht Ruprecht!”, he called, “Old Companion,
Pick up your legs and hurry along!
The candles are starting to burn,

The Gate of Heaven has been opened,
Old and young must now

rest awhile from the pursuits of life,
and tomorrow I will fly down to earth;

then it truly shall be Christmas!”

I said: “O dear Lord Christ,
my journey is nearly at an end;

I need only visit this city
where there are only good children.”

“Have you your little bag with you, then?”
I said: “The little bag is here;
its apples, nuts and almonds

the pious children will gladly eat.”

“Have you the birch-rod also with you?”
I said: “The birch-rod, it is here;
and so, as for the bad children,

they will receive their fair share of strokes!”

The Christ Child says: “That’s as it should be;
go with God my faithful servant!”

From afar, from the forest I come here;
I must tell you, it truly is Christmastide!
Now tell me, what will I find herein—

a good child, or a wicked child?


