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Preface to the Magnificat a cinque voci

A preface will be added to the next edition of this score, which may be expected in March 2018.

Notes on the text

For this edition of Durante's Magnificat a cinque voci we have used the source in the Biblioteca del R.

Conservatorio di Musica di Napoli, as published on the internet at

http://petrucci.mus.auth.gr/imglnks/usimg/b/bd/IMSLP339085-PMLP547074-0084998.pdf (freely

downloadable). In every respect we have strictly adhered to the source, with the following exceptions:

• In the original there are no indications for instrumentation in front of the first system, as is

customary in modern editions. These have been added. Although there is no way to know whether

the instrumentation as indicated on the cover of the manuscript ('con violini e basso') is from

Durante, from the texture of the two upper instrumental parts it is quite clear that they have been

written for the violin, without any additional woodwinds.

• All clefs have been changed into the keys customary in present-day notation.

• Lyrics in italics, as well as texts between [ ] have been added by the editor.

Accidentals in this edition follow the modern one bar - one accidental convention. In baroque music,

the general rule was 'one note, one accidental'; but this rule was certainly not observed very consistent-

ly, and there has been a long transition period shifting towards the modern convention
1
. This is

relevant for the present edition, as it becomes quite clear that a strict adherence to the 'one note, one

accidental' rule makes no sense (for a few illustrations of this in the first part of the Magnificat, cf. the

accidentals in bar 19/20 (v2), bar 20/21 (S1), or bar 16 (B and b.c.)). In the Magnificat, Durante

apparently uses the convention that an accidental applies to the note after it and any of the same notes

following shortly afterwards. This may even apply to a note following shortly afterwards in the next

bar (cf. last part, bar 53 (A)). Durante writes repeat accidentals in the same bar only for notes

relatively far apart (cf. first part, bars 24 (v1/2) and 28 (v1)).

This being said, we have refrained from adding editorial notes on accidentals added in this edition that

fit within the convention used by Durante. Only where adding an accidental seemed necessary to

correct a writing error, this has been commented in the list below. If there should be doubt about any

accidental in this edition, please do consult the original manuscript.

Part 1 - Magnificat

• Bar 32, v2 second semiquaver: a -> a flat.

• Bar 36, b.c. second quaver: a -> a flat.

Part 3 - Deposuit

• Bar 38, S2 last note: f -> f sharp.

Part 5 - Gloria Patri

• Bar 8, A last note: the manuscript has a tie to the first note of bar 9, which has been omitted as the

first note of bar 9 has to have its own syllable.

• Bar 23, S1/2: though these parts are in unisono, the placing of the natural before the e differs in the

manuscript. A correction has to be made, which we did in S2, second note: e -> e flat.

                                                     
1
 Robert Donington, The Interpretation of Early Music (London, 1974), 131-132 and 613-616.
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