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Preface to the Missa Corona Virginum

A preface will be added to the next edition of this score, which may be expected towards the end of

2019.

Notes on the text

For this edition of Kerll's Missa Corona Virginum we have used the source in the Museo

Internazionale e Biblioteca della Musica di Bologna, as published on the internet at

https://imslp.org/wiki/Missae_sex_a_IV%2C_V%2C_VI%2C_vocibus_(Kerll%2C_Johann_Caspar)

(freely downloadable). The original edition consists of 6 instrumental parts and two sets of 5 vocal

parts: one set labeled Rip. (for the tutti singers), and one set without any particular label that includes

both the solo and tutti lines. In every respect we have strictly adhered to the source, with the following

exceptions:

• All clefs have been changed into the keys customary in present-day notation.

• The time signature 3 has been replaced by 3/2, due to limitations of the musical notation software.

• Lyrics in italics are used only to distinghuish between lyrics for tutti and solo singers. All lyrics

are original.

• In the vocal parts, Tutti and Solo indications have been added, based on the differences between

the full parts and the Rip. parts. The Tutti and Solo indications in the b.c. part are original.

Accidentals in this edition follow the modern one bar - one accidental convention. Though in early

baroque music the general rule was 'one note, one accidental', this rule was certainly not observed very

consistently, and there has been a long transition period shifting towards the modern convention
1
.

Later baroque music often adheres to the rule that an accidental applies to the note after it and any of

the same notes following immediately afterwards. This also seems to be the convention followed by

Kerll (cf. e.g. bars 12-13, va1 and b.c.).

In the original edition, only an occasional bar line is included at seemingly random places, and some

parts have no bar lines at all. In the present edition, bar lines have been included in accordance to the

(original) time signatures.

One conspicuous textual feature is the coexistence of the medieval coelum, coelestis and their classical

equivalents caelum, caelistis - sometimes even on the same line, as in the B rip. part, Credo, bars

93/94. As the pronunciation of these words in late Latin are the same, we have maintained the spelling

of the original edition. Where differences exist between the solo and ripieno parts, the spelling of the

solo parts has been followed.

Part 1 - Kyrie

• Bar 11, A: slur is missing in Rip.

• Bar 26, b.c. last note: f sharp -> f.

• Bar 47, A: slur is found only in Rip.

• Bar 50, T: slur is missing in Rip.

• Bar 61, S2 second crotchet: c in full part, c sharp in Rip.

• Bar 66, B: brevis plus pause in full part, brevis with dot in Rip.

• Bar 70, A: slur is found only in Rip.

                                                     
1
 Robert Donington, The Interpretation of Early Music (London, 1974), 131-132 and 613-616.



Part 2 - Gloria

• Bar 24, T: slur over two crotchets in full part, over two crotchets plus semibreve in Rip.

• Bar 26, T: slur is missing in Rip.

• Bar 47, S1: slur is missing in Rip.

• Bar 57, T first note: crotchet with dot -> crotchet plus quaver pause.

• Bar 60, A/T: slur is missing in Rip.

• Bar 110, S2 last note: c -> c sharp.

• Bar 120, B last semiquaver: c -> c sharp (cf. Credo bar 193, and the # in the b.c. figures).

• Bar 124, S1 second note: g in full part, a in Rip.

Part 3 - Credo

• Bar 4, S1: slur is missing in Rip.

• Bar 7/8, T: text in solo part: coeli et terrae, in Rip.: coeli, factorum.

• Bar 91, S1: slur is missing in Rip.

• Bar 109, S1 fourth and eighth quaver: f sharp -> f.

• Bar 142, B fourth semiquaver: f sharp -> f.

• Bar 148/149, A: slur is missing in Rip.

• Bar 170, B second quaver: f sharp -> f.

• Bar 186, S2: slur is missing in Rip.

Part 4 - Sanctus

The Osanna shows frequent changes between 12/8 and C time, even sometimes in the middle of a bar.

As our musical notation software has no option to change the time in the middle of the bar, in these

cases we were forced to move the new time signature to the beginning of the bar, using tuplets as a

workaround. The instances where this has happened are documented below.

• Bar 47/48, S2: the original has a C in the middle of bar 47, and a 12/8 in the middle of bar 48.

• Bar 48, T: in the original the 12/8 is in the middle of the bar, instead of at its beginning.

• Bar 50/51, S2: the original has a C halfway bar 50, and a 12/8 at the beginning of bar 51.

• Bar 54, S1: in the original the 12/8 is in the middle of the bar, instead of at its beginning.

• Bar 54/55, S2: in the original the C is in the middle of bar 54, instead of at the beginning of bar 55.

• Bar 58, T: the original has a C in the middle of the bar.

Part 5 - Benedictus

• S2: the sharp at the beginning of the system has been omitted.

• A: Ɔ -> allabreve time

• Bar 3, b.c.: the original changes here to Ɔ time.

Part 6 - Agnus Dei

• Bar 25, S1, first two notes: in solo part dotted crotchet plus quaver, in Rip. two crotchets.

• Bar 46, S1: slur is found only in Rip.
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