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Source: LIBER I./ MISSARVM/PHILIPPE DE MONTE, ECCLESIAE METROPO-/LITANAE CAMERACEN-/
SIS CANONICI, AC/THESAVRARII,/ET/Sacratissimi RVDOLHPI II./Imperatoris,&c.Chori Praefecti./ANTVER-
PIAE/EX OFFICINA CHRISTOPHORI/PLANTINI, ARCHITYPOGRAPHI REGII,/M. D. LXXXVII./LABORE,/
ET CONSTANTIA.

The Missa Deus, Deus meus is (presumably) a parody setting upon an unknown model. It is the fourth setting in the 1587
publication, and the second for six voices.

The source is unusual in that it is a printed choirbook, rather than partbooks. At the Imperial Chapel of the Holy Roman
Emperors, manuscript choirbooks were the de facto performance material used when the choir performed polyphonic mass
settings during the 1500's. The dedicatee of the Liber I Missarum, Rudolph II, apparently had little interest in music, though
had he leafed through the first few pages of the choirbook, he would have seen his name positioned prominently in the imp-
osing artefact, along with the usual obsequious dedication. As the Liber I was also printed in partbooks, it would seem then
that is particular source represents something of a presentation copy - a typically calculated act on the part of de Monte to
extract further funds from his patron. While it is well-known that de Monte was when young a "quiet, biddable man, innocent
as a maiden", his personal and employment records show that he had a flair for obtaining pensions, benefices and sinecures.
These various records often show de Monte complaining of a low salary, and of his being passed over for others less capable
than himself (in one instance, he complains of a need for an increase of funds to help the upkeep of the chapel choirboys, but
remains tacit on having just received a large perk to cover his house tax). In another instance, de Monte spent just under five
times his annual salary on lawsuits, the purpose of which was to secure him further benefices.

Editorial method: Original part names, note durations and time signatures have been retained. Clefs have been
modernised, with originals appearing in prefatory staves. The overall range of each part is given in black stemless notes
before the initial time signature, in accordance with which the music has been regularly barred. The music has been trans-
posed alla quarta bassa in deference to the chiavi alti.

Editorial accidentals appear above the stave, whereas courtesy accidentals appear in parentheses. Ligatures are shown
by continuous square brackets above the stave, coloration by interrupted square brackets.

Punctuation and capitalisation have been modernised, but original spelling has been retained. Ditto marks in the source

underlay have been expanded using italics. One instance of missing text (it seems likely that the printer forgot to print a
ditto mark) appears within editorial square brackets.

Critical notes: Comprising source readings not retained in the Edition, given in the order bar, part, object, comment.
Kyrie:

29,Al,1, breve rest

Gloria:

52,C, mensuration sign reads C

Credo:

109,AIL3, ¢
123,C.4, -
128,AIL5&6, 4

Sanctus:

59, C,AIL, TII & B have a barline before Osanna

Lewis Jones, 2016
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