Sotto due negri e sottilissimi archi

Orlande de Lassus (c.1532-1594)

Sex cantiones latinae quatuor (Adam Berg press, Munich, 1573)
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Sotto due negri e sottilissimi archi

son duo negri occhi, anzi duo chiari soli,
pietosi a riguardare, a mover parchi;
intorno a cui par ch'Amor scherzi e voli,
e ch'indi tutta la faretra scarchi,

e che visibilmente i cori involi:

quindi il naso per mezzo il viso scende,
che non trova 1'Invidia ove I'emende.

Two black and slender arches rise above
Two clear black eyes, say suns of radiant light,
Which ever softly beam and slowly move;
Round these appears to sport in frolic flight,
Hence scattering all his shafts, the little Love,
And seems to plunder hearts in open sight.
Thence, through mid visage, does the nose descend,
Where Envy finds not blemish to amend.
William Rose (1775-1843)
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