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Giaches de Wert (1535-1596)

Il quinto libro de madrigali a 5 (Gardano press, Venice, 1571)
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Queste non son piu lacrime, che fuore
stillo dagli occhi con si larga vena.

Non suppliron le lacrime al dolore:
finir, ch’a mezzo era il dolore a pena.
Dal fuoco spinto ora il vitale umore
fugge per quella via ch’agli occhi mena;
et & quel che si versa, e trarra insieme
e’l dolore e la vita all’ore estreme.

These are no longer real tears which rise,
And which I scatter from so full a vein.
Of tears my ceaseless sorrow lacked supplies;

They stopt when to mid-height scarce rose my pain.

The vital moisture rushing to my eyes,

Driven by the fire within me, now would gain

A vent; and it is this which I expend,

And which my sorrows and my life will end.
William Rose (1775-1843)
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