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†   Contratenor, m.95.1–2: passing note added to match m.109.
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Qualis est dilécta mea,
qualis est dícite, fíliae Sion?
    Non est lílium, non est rosa,
    tam suávis, tam formósa,
    super omnes speciósa.
Eia, ergo, dulcíssima Sancta María,
exáudi preces clamántium et "éntium. Amen.

How [excellent] is my beloved,
tell me, what is she like, O daughters of Sion?
    There is no lily, no rose,
    so pleasant, so beautiful,
    [so] precious above all other.
Now therefore, Holy Mary most sweet,
hearken unto our prayers of crying and weeping. Amen.

Little is known of the life of the Flemish composer Jean De Latre (known also as Joannes de Latre) prior to the late 1530s, when he is recorded as
having been maître de chant at the Collégiale Saint-Jean l'Évangéliste in Liège. After a subsequent appointment at the nearby l'église
Saint-Martin, he became choir master to George of Austria, Prince-Bishop of Liège, from the early 1550s until the Bishop's death in 1557,
whereupon he returned to Saint-Martin. In 1565 he was employed as magister and cantor at the Janskerk in Utrecht, and remained in that city
until his death in 1569. He was for some time confused with the composer Claude Petit Jehan, choirmaster of Metz Cathedral from 1571 until his
death in around 1589. De Latre's surviving works include a volume of chansons [1552] dedicated to George of Austria, a set of lamentations and
various other sacred and secular works. Among sixteen motets that are attributed to him is this adaptation of text from the Song of Songs, in the
form of a Marian penitential prayer.
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