THE MERMHLD

_SAMUEL _SEBASTHN WESLEY
(1810-1876)



Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876) was born in London, son of composer Samuel Wesley and
named after his father and Johann Sebastian Bach. His grandfather was the hymn writer Charles
Wesley and his great-uncle was theologian John Wesley, founder of the Methodist Church. As a child,
he sang in the choir of the Chapel Royal and at St. Paul's Cathedral. He played the organ in several
London churches and wrote music for melodramas in theatres. He became organist of Hereford
Cathedral at age 22 and became focused on music for the Church. He trained at Oxford and held
influential positions Exeter Cathedral, Leeds Parish Church, Winchester Cathedral, and Gloucester
Cathedral. He was offered a knighthood but chose to be given money instead. His compositions are
mostly anthems, organ music, and other church music.



When the pale moon o’er the waters
Casts her rays of quivering light,
0ld Ocean'’s fairy daughters

Wake the echoes of the night,

While floating on the billows

Of the gently heaving deep,

Ere upon their coral pillows

Their soft eyelids close in sleep.

With the music of their singing,
Round the deep caves of the bay,
And their melody is ringing

In the valley far away;

For the wild fantastic measure
Fills afar the inland dale,

The melodious notes of pleasure
Hush the pensive nightingale.

As the cadence of their voices
Fall adown the dying breeze,

The sailor lad rejoices

At the music of the seas;

For they sing of love and gladness
In their sweetly sounding strain,
They break his spell of sadness,
And he dreams of home again.

Charles A. Burroughs (1787-1868)
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