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Lamentationes Jeremiae Prophetae (2023-24), for 4-voiced mixed choir, unaccompanied.

I had long wanted to set the Lamentations of Jeremiah for Maundy Thursday Tenebrae. But such a
work would be a liturgical white elephant, given the number of choirs who are capable and interested in
performing polyphony in the context of that service. I had already set the responsories, in an
aggressively manneristic style, and had wanted the Lamentations to reflect 25 more years of church
music experience and to be more in keeping with the sacred music tradition. In this, I only partially
succeeded; there is still drama, but it takes more subtle forms.

I was saving the project against the likelihood that a major city would be nuked into glass. That
possibility is even more strongly with us now. But if it happens, the likelihood of performance or even
dissemination would be even smaller, so what would be the point? But then I realized that if the
Church is the new Israel, then the new Jerusalem is Rome, which is apparently under Babylonian
control these days. This grieves me. And partially in protest, and partially for psychotherapy, I decided
to write. The work is dedicated to Pope Francis, as a loyal son of the Church would do.

The work is primarily unified by tempo and meter, and by an E tonic (Phrygian, or major). The capitals
in each lesson follow a similar harmonic plan, serving as ritornelli. Similar responses to similar texts
serve as unifying elements, but otherwise, the work is through-composed. Its duration is about 19
minutes.

Jeffrey Quick
January 16 of the Year of Our Lord 2024
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