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Editorial notes

The present edition is based on manual copies of the full score, listed below, dating several
decades after the composer’s death in 1705. Digital scans were retrieved from the Bibliothéque
nationale de France.

Both [1] and [5] are fairly legible, neat copies. Copies [2] to [4] are written in an experienced
hand, but contain frequent omissions such as augmentation dots and accidentals; copy [4] is a
significantly abbreviated version. Differences between all sources except [4] are minor and
largely in ornamentation and text placing, reflecting progressive changes of taste with time. The
later versions mention flutes and hautbois, none of which appear in the early versions. Copy [6]
deviates significantly, with added staves for tamborin and flutes, and many melodical alterations,
a more elaborate Kyrie, and a lengthy Pie Jesu. This version was supposedly used at the funeral
ceremony of Rameau, and contains citations to his opera Castor et Pollux. Since [1] and [2] are
the earliest complete and almost identical copies, they have been taken as the basis for the

present edition, supplemented by the later sources only where obvious mistakes occurred.

All sources employ the same clefs for the various parts. In the present edition these have been
replaced by their modern equivalents. The second string part (baute contre) is written in C1 clef,
and probably played by a 1% viola as was the practice in orchestra such as Les vingt-quatre de violins
dn Roy; since this is a smaller instrument than our present viola’s, and the compass fits perfectly
on a violin, it has been rendered as 2™ violin. The few instances where the violin part is divided,

the lower part has been assigned to this 27 violin.

Dynamic expressions have been taken from [3]: doux ( p ) and fort ( f ); these are not
consistently present, and may be taken as suggestions. Tempo indications are rare and vary
between the sources; common markings are Lent(ement), Graciensement, Majestuensement. Figuration
of the bass has been taken from [5], which is the only original source with such markings, and
critically reviewed and completed by Freek Langeveld.

1. Messe de M. Gilles ; unknown copyist, 1720-1740. Bibliothéque nationale de France, département Musique, D-
4651.

2. Messe de Requiem de feu mr gilles, copy by Duprat, 1731. Bibliotheque nationale de France, département
Musique, VM1-1345 (BIS).

3. Messe des Morts mise en // Musique par feu Mr Giles; copy by Brisson, Toulouse, 16e Xbre//1753.
Bibliothéque nationale de France, département Musique, VM1-950.

4. Partition de la messe des morts de Mr Gilles; unknown copyist, 1762. Probably used in a performance by Le
Concert Sprirituel. Bibliothéque nationale de France, département Musique, 1.-4310.

5. Messe des morts de feu M. Gilles ... avec un carillon ajouté pour la fin de la messe par M. Corrette; 1764,
presumably by Corrette. Bibliothéque nationale de France, département Musique, RES F-1033.

6. Messe des morts Par Mr Giles; arrangement de 1764. "Cette partition est celle qui a servi pour I'execution de
cette Messe au service // funebre de Rameau en 1764.". - Cette version présente de trés nombreuses variantes
pat rapport a la version originale de l'ocuvte de Gilles , notamment des modifications mélodiques ou
d'instrumentation (ajouts de parties de cors, bassons obligés, "timbale voilée" etc.). Bibliothéque nationale de
France, département Musique, D-11135.

Woerden, 2018

Wim Looyestijn
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Manuscript, Duprat copyist, 17231, Bibliotheque nationale de France
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(C) Wim Looyestijn - 2016. May be freely copied for non-commercial use.
Corrected version 31-5-2023.
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