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Note: It seems that the word "puss" may have been used in the 18th Century as to indicate the target of a hunt.

Another example of this usage is found in the following passage by Thomas Baker (c. 1680-1749) in his

play "The Fine Lady's Airs":

"The started hare may frisk it o'er the plain,

And the staunch hound long trace her steps in vain,

Swiftly she flies, then stops, turns back and views,   }

Doubles, and quats, and her lost strength renews,     }

But though unseen, he still the scent pursues,            }

Till breathless to a fatal period brought,

The hound o'ertakes her, and poor Puss is caught."

                  

4


